History of Calderdale & Kirklees

WALSDEN CC

The Later Years

BRADMAN’S BAT

SECOND WORLD WAR

During the War the Home Guard, ARP and Air Training
Corps all played games on the Walsden ground and the
Club provided a ‘Don Bradman bat’ to be raffled as part
of the “Todmorden Wings for Victory Week'.

A

Money and players were in short supply during both
wars, although there was a little compensation after
World War Il.

A minute for 25 March 1946 states: ‘That the secretary
write [to] the Borough Surveyor re. seating from air
raid shelters.’
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MOOR TRAGEDY

1947 - FIRST WOOD CUP FINAL APPEARANCE
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WHAT WAS THE
YELLOW PIG?

1950 — CLUB MINUTES

On 19 June 1950 the committee recorded: ‘complaint
made to League re. conduct of the Captain of
Castleton Moor...in the manner of speech to
[Walsden captain] Mr H. Walker insomuchas he said,
“Don’t play the yellow pig.”’
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A press cartoon from the same year d_epicted some of
Walsden’s post-war heroes: Messrs Davies, Achong and

Craven.
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PITCHES &
POLLING!

1951 — ON-FIELD & OFF-FIELD

In 1951 a concrete practice pitch was installed thanks to
a donation by Club president Mr R. Tatham.

Labour'is

In the same year the pavilion was used as a polling
station and the dressing rooms were let as committee
rooms for the Labour Party.
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GOOD NEIGHBOURS

BRIDGEHOLME'S ORIGINS AT WALSDEN

Walsden C.C. hosted the Todmorden Works league
matches for many years. Two of these teams, Nanholme
and Bridgeroyd, joined forces to form a Saturday team —
Bridgeholme C.C. —in 1951.

There is no place called Bridgeholme; its name derives
from the names of the two mills. The driving forces
behind B.C.C. were Percy Sowden of Bridgeroyd Mill and
Walsden president R. Tatham, the Nanholme Mill boss.

Bridgeholme is the only surviving team from the old
Todmorden & District Cricket League which folded in
19509.

The new scoreboard at rideholme’s ground
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1954 - FIRST WOOD CUP FINAL VICTORY
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‘A DOUBLE OF
SORTS’

1962 — SUCCESSFUL SEASON

‘A double of sorts’ was the Todmorden News and
Advertiser’'s understated verdict on Walsden’s triumphant
season of 1962. The Club won the Wood Cup and
became champions of the Central Lancashire League for
the first time, sharing the title with Stockport after a

dramatic final day.

Nothing had seemed less likely at the end of June.
Walsden were languishing in ninth place, 13 points
behind leaders Stockport and had won just 3 of their last
11 games.

Progress was smoother in the Wood Cup. In the first
round professional Bob Bartels (6 for 36 and 74 not out)
was maghnificent against Milnrow.

Jack Coupe (7 for 34) demolished Heywood in round 2
and the team received a huge confidence boost by
beating Gary Sobers’ Radcliffe over three nights in the
semi-final at the start of July. Bartels and Peter Green
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both took five wickets as Radcliffe were dismissed for
145.

Sobers, batting extremely low at number six, was left
stranded with the tail and made 38. A whirlwind 42 in 36
minutes by Allan Stuttard, who struck Sobers for two
sixes in an over, put the result beyond doubt and
although the great West Indian took three wickets, his 14
overs cost 74 runs.

Despite ignominious defeat to Castleton Moor, who won
only twice all season, Walsden closed on the League
leaders in July. At the end of the month Radcliffe were
despatched a second time, Sobers’ 71 and 8 for 78 not
enough to prevent defeat by 91 runs, and Middleton were
defeated in the Wood Cup final at Milnrow, the match
running to four evenings.

Basil D’Oliveira made 40 of Middleton’s 156, but solid
batting right down the order steered Walsden to victory
by five wickets.

With three matches left, the ‘Double’ was ‘on’. Walsden
were third, four points behind joint leaders, Stockport and
Radcliffe. Victory at Stockport was essential and duly
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achieved, and a home win over Rochdale put Walsden
top with one match to play as Radcliffe and Stockport
slipped up against lowly opposition.

Three points ahead of Stockport and four ahead of
Radcliffe, victory in the last match at Milnrow would
guarantee Walsden the title. A draw would guarantee a
share of it.

All looked fair as Milnrow were dismissed for 120 and
Walsden cruised to 81 for 3. Then the wheels came off:
Milnrow professional Cec Abrahams ran through the
middle order.

At 95 for 9 with 20 minutes to play, Walsden’s title
dreams were hanging by a thread.

An appeal against the light was rejected and last pair
Peter Horne and number 11 Jack Coupe defended grimly
In the gathering gloom.

A close Ibw appeal against Coupe in the final over was
turned down and Walsden survived, Coupe 7 not out and
Horne still on zero after the longest half hour of his
cricketing life.
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News of victory for Stockport confirmed two things.

The title had been shared — and Peter Horne had just
played the most valuable nought not out in the history of

the League.
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Match Results 1962

League Matches

Date Opponents
April

Sat 21 MIDDLETON
Sat 28 Crompton
May

Sat5 Castleton Moor
Sat 12 OLDHAM
Sun 13 ROYTON

Sat 20 Radcliffe

Sat 27 ASHTON
June

Sat 2 Littleborough
Sun 3 Royton

Sat 9 STOCKPORT
Fri 15 Heywood

Sat 16 Rochdale
Mon 18 HEYWOOD
Sat 23 MILNROW
Sat 30 Middleton
July

Sat7 CROMPTON
Sat 14 CASTLETON MR
Tues 17,

Wed 18 Werneth

Sat 21 Oldham

Sat 28 RADCLIFFE
August

Sat4 Ashton

Sunb5 WERNETH
Sat 11 LITTLEBOROUGH
Sat 18 Stockport

Sat 25 ROCHDALE
Sept

Satl Milnrow
Wood Cup

May

Sun 21 MILNROW

Venue

HOME
away

away
HOME
HOME
away

HOME

away
away
HOME
away
away
HOME
HOME
away

HOME
HOME

away
away
HOME

away
HOME
HOME
away

HOME

away

HOME

Total Total Result
For Against
Abandoned D
148 46 W
97(1) 96 w
113 (7) 111 wW
94 130 L
Abandoned D
230(5)d 169 W
203 112(6) D
116 118(3) L
92 162 L
122 106 w
89 213(8)d L
126 55 w
147(9) 257(8)d D
145 148(4) L
142(3) 140 W
207 210 L
195(7)d 40(0) D
206(9)d 147 L
244 153 w
140 142(7) L
144(3) 136 w
Abandoned D
116(7) 113 W
127(7) 53 w
107(9) 120 D

116(5) 105 W
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June

Sun 3 Heywood away 55(5) 51 W
July

Mon 2 -

Wed 4 RADCLIFFE HOME 146(6) 145 W
Mon 30 -

August

Thurs 2 Middleton away* 157(5) 156 W

played at Milnrow

H" I-'l .a 3' IIE

The Boys of ‘62
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Central Lancashire Leaqgue Final Table 1962

Position
1= Walsden
1= Stockport
3 Radcliffe
4 Ashton
5 Middleton
6 Werneth
= Heywood
= Rochdale
= Royton
10 Littleborough
11 Crompton
12 Milnrow
13 Castleton Moor
14 Oldham

Played Won Drawn

26
26
26
26
26
26
26
26
26
26
26
26
26
26

12
11
11
12
10

RPNOITONO O OO

7
11
10

5

9
11~
11
11
10*
14

9
11

9
10

O ~NOOO O NO UL~ N

11
10
15
15

Lost Points

55
55
54
53
49
48
47
47
a7
42
33
31
17
14

Walsden and Stockport joint champions; Win 4pts; Draw 1pt; Loss Opts; * denotes
two points for a tied game
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CINDERS AND THE
CRICKET BALL

1963 — COUNCILLOR’'S COMMENTS

‘Walsden are known as the “Cinderella” club and are
content to stay that way. We don’t want to have to
work all season just to pay one star his wages.’

So commented Coucillor Fielden at the club’s AGM of
1963, and it seemed that the rest of the League was,
temporarily at least, in agreement.
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AT LONG LAST!

1964 — FIRST OUTRIGHT CENTRAL LANCASHIRE LEAGUE
CHAMPIONSHIP

Previewing the 1964 season, ‘Matt’, the whimsical
reporter at the Todmorden News and Advertiser,
commented: ‘It seems that all the other clubs have
answered “And so say all of us”. Not one star name
appears on the list. Gone are the names of yesterday
— Cec Pepper, Gary Sobers, Sonny Ramadhin, Dattu
Phadkar.’

News......

Nor did he welcome an extension of Sunday cricket
introduced in the early 1960s, as the Wood Cup faced
the prospect of ten ‘double headers’: ‘For players’ wives
who are not interested in cricket there are going to
be many lonely weekends and for reporters’ wives
who are not interested in cricket — well, my divorce
proceedings begin next week.’

He felt, however, that the omens were good for Walsden:
‘On the administrative side it is pleasing to see at
long last an old player on the selection committee —
for let’s face it, in the past some of the selectors
would have been better suited to picking a tiddly-
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winks side. Jim Wilkinson is the older player in
guestion and his knowledge of the game should help
a great deal.’

With the pros all ‘much of a muchness’, the League
would be a true test of amateur ability, and so it proved.

Walsden stayed with the leaders in the early weeks of the
season and pulled away from the pack with six wins from
eight games in June and July. With four matches to go,
Walsden were six points ahead of second-placed
Werneth and nine clear of Ashton in third.

Defeats to Heywood and Royton allowed Ashton to cut
the lead to one point and Werneth to two. A repeat of
1962’s shared title was a possibility, but Walsden held
their nerve to beat Middleton by 36 runs on the final day.

?

Matt's predictions had proved correct:

...their outstanding season of triumph has at last
proved that Walsden have some of the finest
amateurs in the Central Lancashire League.
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Walsden’s team has not greatly differed in the last
ten seasons but whereas other clubs have had the
big name professionals to pull them through
Walsden have plodded along getting the best man
possible at the price they could afford. Now when
the stars have departed and the amateurs have
come to the fore Walsden have at last proved
themselves. For instance, where in the league is
there a better opening attack than Jack Coupe and
Steve Boam? Where is there a better opening bat
than Bill Barker, and where is there a finer wicket
keeper than Sammy Connor?
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Date
Result

May
Sun 3
w
Sat 9
L
Sat 16
w
Sat 23
w
Sun 24
D
Sat 30
D
June
Sat 6
D
Sun 7
w
Sat 13
w
Sat 20
w
Sat 27
177(9)dec
July
Sat 4
w
Sun 5
w
Sat 1l
D
Sat 18
w
Sun 19
158(9)dec
Sat 25
158(7)dec

Match Results 1964

League Matches

Opponents

Radcliffe
ASHTON
Littleborough
STOCKPORT
Castleton Moor

Crompton

ROCHDALE
CASTLETON MR
Heywood
ROYTON

Werneth
L

MIDDLETON

Milnrow

RADCLIFFE

Ashton

MILNROW
D

LITTLEBRO
D

Venue

For

away

HOME

away

HOME

away

away

HOME

HOME

away

HOME

away

HOME

away

HOME

away

HOME

HOME

Total
Against
97
68
150

97(3)

Total

81
71(2)
71

88

165(8)dec  91(7)

Aban

94(8)

Abandoned

114
103(7)
124(3)

145

150(2)
62(4)
134(9)
87(4)
59(4)

145(8)

112

100

122

148

61

167

86
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August

Satl Stockport away 114 39(6)
Sun 2D OLDHAM HOME 134(8) 132
Sat 8W CROMPTON HOME 54(1) Aban
Sat 1? Rochdale away 81(1) 75
Sun 1Vg/ Oldham away 133(9) 132
Sat 2XV HEYWOOD HOME 94 96(8)
Sat 2|§ Royton away 61 129
Sept -
Satb WERNETH HOME Aban 102
Sat 15 Middleton away 147 111
w

Na

b

Wood Cup

May

Sun 17 Rochdale away 217 197
W

Sun 31,

June

Wed 3,

Mon 8 CASTLETON MR HOME 98 100(5)
L

Central Lancashire League Final Table 1964

Position Played Won Drawn LostPoints
1 Walsden 26 13 9 4 61
2 Ashton 26 12 9 5 57
3= Heywood 26 12 7 7 55
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3=
5 Stockport
6 Littleborough
7 Middleton
8 Crompton
9 Rochdale
10=
10=
12 Milnrow
13 Royton
14 Radcliffe

Werneth 26 12 7 7 55
26 10 9 7 49
26 10 8 8 48
26 7 12 7 40
26 8 7 11 39
26 6 13 7 37
Castleton Moor 26 6 11 9 35
Oldham 26 6 11 9 35
26 6 10 10 34
26 5 9 12 29
26 5 6 15 26

Win 4pts; Draw 1pt; Loss Opts

Na

b

Averages 1964

Batting (qualification 10 innings)

Innings Times Highest Total Average

W Barker
J Springall (pro)
A Connor
W Connor
A Stuttard
L Moss

G Pickles
A Sutcliffe
J Coupe
S Boam

P Green

J Coupe

S Boam

J Springall (pro)
P Green

L Moss

Not Out Score Runs

24 3 82 691 32.90
25 5 56 413 20.65
21 3 42 287 15.94
23 1 58 323 14.68
20 5 39 200 13.33
17 0 37 213 12.52
20 3 53 202 11.88
15 1 29 124 8.85
13 2 23 61 5.54
12 9 8 16 5.33
15 2 14 59 4.53

Bowling (qualification 10 wickets)

Overs Maidens Runs Wickets Average
269.6 64 756 71 10.33
195.6 48 643 54 11.90
148.1 30 514 38 13.52
147.2 31 515 34 15.14
63 18 217 13 16.69

Page 22 of 39
www.ckcricketheritage.org.uk




LOYAL SERVANTS

CLUB WOMEN

Over the decades, Walsden's women members have
made a massive contribution to the Club’s wellbeing.

Page 23 of 39
www.ckcricketheritage.org.uk




HAT'S THE WAY TO DO IT!

&

WALSDEN Cricket Clab
chairman Allun Stuttard
tovok his hat off to the club's
lndlea’ section after a suc-
cessfil event last weekend.

Sundny was not the best
of dayvs on the feld for
Walsden's first eleven, who
lest o Lindeborough, but
the Ladies’ Day chiefly
organised by Bev Hushton

; .
nl o L=
Relaving Ascot style at Scott Strest

et D

and Micola Gale proved to
be a gredat soccess.

Priving Ascor fan't the
only event where the faiver
#ex can parnde their bright-
est headgear, Scoti Siroet
was packed with a fine

netection of chapeaus being

‘sported in the erowd.

The maich formed only
part of the day's entertain-

ment, spid the chairman

Explained Allan: “The
ladies had plenty of entee-
tdnment laid on, including
" hu.&t' "0 ‘l-ﬁ. ﬂr I i-l"“l-"
while they watched the
game, wine with their meal
and n cabaret at might.

“Tt went down very wall
nnd wis a great sucoess,”
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ALL-ROUND HERO

1975 — WOOD CUP WINNERS

Australian star Trevor Chappell inspired Walsden to
Wood Cup victory over Werneth in 1975 — scoring 124
not out with the bat and taking 5-30 with the ball.

Trevor Chappell: most famous — or infamous —
for his underarm antics against New Zealand
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CASTLE
HEADQUARTERS

1978/9 — NEW VENUE

During seasons 1978 and 1979 Walsden 3™ XI played at
Dobroyd Castle.
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MARVELOUS
MOHSIN?!

1983/4 — PAKISTANI STAR

In 1983 Walsden’s signed stylish Pakistan opening
batsman Mohsin Khan, shortly after he had scored a Test
double century at Lords. In 1984 he thrashed 1,378 runs

in total for Walsden.

Page 27 of 39
www.ckcricketheritage.org.uk




PRETTY PICTURE

1991 - SNOW-COVERED GROUND
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SPECIAL
OCCASIONS

1992 — GAME FOR PARTIALLY-SIGHTED CRICKETERS

In 1992 Walsden put on a very special cricket match — for
those with a seeing disability.

In the same year, Scott Street played host to archery.
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125 NOT OUT!

1995 — SPECIAL CELEBRATION

b | —";,-;«._,?‘ /
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LADIES ONLY!

2000 - WOMEN'S GAME

In Millennium year, Walsden hosted a special women’s
cricket match.
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2000/1 — PAVILION PLANS

|

)“.; I

Back then the building was
bought second hand and rebuilt on
the Sgotl Suesl site, says chair
man Allen Stuttard, st a cost of
£25. A further €194 was raised to
firnish and decorate the building.

“The club has seen two lottery
bids turned dewn but a magnifi-
cont  efiort has seen the money
raised 1o snable work to start,
despite 8 few setbacks:” sald Allan.

WMONDAY martks a red lsﬂm dar',r
for Walsden Cricket and Bowling
Club, when work finally begins an
rebuilding the pavillon which has
stood since 1910,

I

I'i-l |
N U - ! J
ey ox Se:

B sl

"Wa would like to thank all
those who have made the project
possible - but wa still nead to raise
money towards the ever spiralling
cost of cricket and will be halding
saveral major events to enable the
pavilion to be improved whan
building work s dompléted o six
months’ time.”

This stmospheric photogrsph -
probably tsken in the 19508 -
shows the old dressing rooms,
which were rabullt in 1962, and the
front of the pavilion which is now
being replaced, before its alteration
in 1986,

GROUND FORCE!
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TEST STARS LAUNCH

‘BUY

ICK' BID

By John : —=
Gresnwood

WALSDEN | Cridke
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Street

work with
I} wm‘l
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bial.
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vy e (he Dl i
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Itz wan il o e
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President opens new

-.--.Qj,t

lounge

I ¥ L W
TR .

CUTTING the tape..Mr Gordon
Rigg, president of Walsden
Cricket Club, officially opened
Walsden Cricket and Bowling
Club’s new function room at the
club’s . wnual meeting last
weeak,

The opening, at Walsden's
ground, was fol-

lowed by a successful Sunday
lunchtime event for visitors,
said chairman Mr Allan Stuttard.
The annual meating alse saw
Mr Gordon Rigg and Mr Allen

- o= |

e

T . w
ik e i

SEL. - e T

Marshall made life members of
the club, he said.

Tonight's first evening event,
featuring rock and roll group All-
Stars, is now sold out, getting
the new function room off to a
great start, said Mr Stuttard.
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WALSDEN Cricket Club’s new weather vane
was put in place before last Sunday's first eleven
th‘ Wiﬂl El'rlﬁﬂ'h

The weather vane, designed by Todmorden
spartsman Trevor Cryar, has been put in place
in memory of club stalwart Frank Green, who
was chairman at the Scott Street club for a
dmﬂh

Franl's brother Peter sponsored the match, in
which Walsden just failed to make the Werneth
target In a tight finish, and among the guests
were Frank's sons Brian, Stuart and Ashley,
along with other members of the Green family,
who have ongoing links with the club.

Pictured E.E:r\m are Pater, Brian, Stuart and
Ashley and club’s new weather vane Is pictured

right.
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BLOWING A GALE!

2004 — SIGHTSCREEN PROBLEMS
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COMMUNITY CLUB

2005 — CHARITY DAY

As if to emphasise themes of family and community
which characterise Walsden Cricket Club’s history, 2005
saw the Club hosting a Charity Day for the Walsden
Community Fund which raised £1,000 in aid of the St.
Peter’'s Church Spire Fund.

St. Peter’'s Church

The photograph of the event in the Todmorden News of 1

July featured, appropriately, a latest generation Barker
and Connor.
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BRIGHT FUTURE

CLUB TODAY

Thirty years ago Walsden ran three teams. It now runs
seven — three open- age teams, plus under-18s, -15s, -
13s and -11s.

The 3™ XI had forerunners in the Todmorden & District
and Hebden Bridge cricket leagues until the 1950s, and
was re-formed in 1978 when it joined the Halifax &
District Cricket Association — where they met a few of the
old local league teams such as OIld Town and
Bridgeholme.

Q@ © 0 ¢
¢

The 3™ XI won promotion in their first season and won
the Calder Valley Cup in 1991. During this time matches
were played at Walsden, Dobroyd and Calder High
School. After 24 seasons, the third team left to join the
Central Lancashire 3rd Team League, winning the
knockout cup in 2002.
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Walsden have also entered the twenty-first century with
an excellent website: www.walsdencandbc.fsnet.co.uk.

cagn
m’ WAL SDEN CRICKET & BOWLING CLUB A

Scott Street, Walsden, Todmorden, Lancs, OL14 7SX
Tel: Todmorden 01706 813179

WELCOME TO THE WEBSITE C():Ilz_l\jVBALSDEN CRICKET & BOWLING
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